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For Immediate Release  
 

SUEZ Announces Agreement with U.S. Maritime Administration 
 

Groundbreaking Plan to Encourage U.S. Mariner Participation in the LNG Industry  
 

BOSTON, Dec. 20, 2006 – SUEZ Energy North America’s subsidiary, SUEZ LNG NA LLC 
(SUEZ), today announced a groundbreaking agreement with the U.S. Maritime 
Administration designed to begin generating employment opportunities for U.S. mariners 
onboard liquefied natural gas (LNG) vessels.   

The transport of LNG between countries to meet natural gas needs is a burgeoning 
international industry, with the international (privately owned) LNG shipping fleet growing at 
a rate of 15-20% a year.    

Today, all LNG ships worldwide are flagged under non-U.S. countries.  SUEZ’ ships, for 
example, are flagged primarily under Norway and Spain.  As a result, there are no U.S.-
licensed mariners on these vessels, and the U.S. shipping industry does not currently share in 
this growing job market. 

Through a conference call with reporters, Sean T. Connaughton, U.S. Maritime Administrator 
said, “The reason this program is so critical is that through it SUEZ starts the pipeline to 
reintroduce U.S. mariners to the LNG trades. We give SUEZ incredible credit for recognizing 
that it is critical to begin training U.S. mariners at the beginning of the upsurge in LNG 
shipping. It will benefit them today and in the future as they provide mariners for the future." 

Under the agreement, SUEZ has agreed to provide training opportunities for both U.S. citizen 
officers and cadets to obtain the experience and sea time necessary to qualify as LNG officers.  
In addition, SUEZ pledged its efforts to employ a mix of U.S. trained officers and unlicensed 
mariners on its existing fleet of chartered LNG vessels as well as those under construction and 
at the Neptune LNG Deepwater Port project. 

“Our company works everyday to be a pacesetter within the LNG industry,” said Joseph 
McKechnie, Senior Vice President, Shipping, SUEZ Global LNG. “We have been a leader in 
the increased importation of LNG into the U.S, and have long supported the training of U.S. 
mariners, through programs such as our cadet program with the Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy. Now through this agreement with the Maritime Administration, we look forward to 
promoting a new level of opportunity within our business for professional U.S. mariners.” 
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About the Company: 
 
Based in Houston, SUEZ Energy North America, Inc. is the business unit of SUEZ Energy 
International responsible for managing SUEZ’s positions within the energy value chain in the U.S., 
Mexico and Canada, including electricity generation and cogeneration, natural gas and liquefied 
natural gas (LNG), asset-based trading and origination, and retail energy sales and related services to 
commercial and industrial customers.  
 
SUEZ Energy North America owns and/or operates a total of 45 power, cogeneration, steam, and 
chilled-water facilities, including those in construction or development, representing a capacity of 
more than 5,538 MW of electricity generation, 6.4 million pounds per hour of steam, and 61,749 tons 
per hour of chilled water. SUEZ Energy North America’s wholly owned subsidiary, Distrigas of 
Massachusetts, owns and operates a liquefied natural gas receiving terminal in Everett, Mass., which 
began operations in 1971 and currently serves most of the gas utilities in New England and key power 
producers, meeting approximately 20 percent of New England’s annual gas demand. 
 
SUEZ Energy International is a business line of SUEZ (NYSE: SZE), which is an international 
industrial and services Group that employs 157,650 people worldwide and achieved revenues of 41.5 
billion euros or $49.9 billion in 2005. 
 
For more information about these companies and their activities, please visit the following 
websites: 
SUEZ:  www.suez.com
SUEZ Energy International:  www.suezenergyint.com
SUEZ Energy North America:  www.suezenergyna.com
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